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must be equal to tea thousand, differently regulated, or
the publick has paid more for assistance of the officers
than its real value, and has chosen, of two methods equally
expensive, that which is least efficacious.

This, sir, is the state of the question now before us; our
present deficiency is not of men but money, and we may
procure ten thousand men regulated like the foreign troops,
at the same expense as five thousand in the form proposed;
but I am afraid that no man will be found to usserl, that
the addition of officers will be equivalent to a double num-
ber of soldiers.

Thus it is evident, sir, evident to demonstration, Oiut
the most expensive method is, at the same time, tlio least
advantageous, and that the proposal of now regiments is
intended to augment the strength of the miniHtry ruthcsr
than of the army.

If we suppose, sir, what is more than any foreigner will
grant, that the additional officers raise a body of five thou-
sand men to an equality with six thousand, Ls not the pay
of four thousand men apparently thrown away f And do
not the officers receive a reward which their service cannot
deserve ? Would it not be far more rational to raise seven
thousand, by which our army would bo stronger by u
seventh part, and as the pay of three thousand would bo
saved, the publick would be richer by almost a third*

Surely, sir, numerical arguments cannot but deserve
some consideration, even from those who have learned by
long practice to explain away mere probability at pleasure,
to select the circumstances of complicated questions, and
only to show those which may be produced in favour of
their own opinions,

In the present question, sir, there is very little room for
fallacy; nor do I see what remains to the decision of it, but
that those gentlemen who have been acquainted with mili-
tary operations, inform us, what degree of superiority is
conferred by any assignable number of officers; that we
may compare their service with the price, and discover
whether the same money will not purchase greater advan-
tages.